Legal Purpose and Jurisdiction
Bylaw Change Adopted on Second Reading
The Higher Learning Commission (HLC) Board of Trustees (“the Board”) adopted this policy on second
reading at its meeting on June 27, 2019.

Background
Article II of HLC’s Bylaws indicates that HLC “exists to validate quality in and to stimulate improvement of
higher education.” Originally, Article II went on to say that HLC “achieves these purposes through processes
of accreditation.” This did not address all aspects of HLC’s work, which includes ongoing programming and
training to improve quality (e.g., the annual conference, the Academies, and workshops). In addition, Article
III, Section 2 described the jurisdiction of HLC as it relates to “accreditation and candidacy for
accreditation.” However, HLC may wish to engage in elective programming and training outside of the
region for accreditation. This type of work was potentially excluded from the scope of HLC’s jurisdiction as
defined in Article III, Section 2.
In order to more inclusively define the work of HLC, this change updated the Bylaws to (1) address elective
programming as a component of HLC’s work and (2) clarify that the jurisdiction of HLC for purposes other
than accreditation is not limited to the region listed in Article III, Section 2.
HLC circulated these policy changes to the membership and other interested parties after the Board’s
February 2019 meeting. No comments were received.

Implementation
This policy is effective immediately.
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Adopted Policy
Wording that was deleted or revised is shown as strikethrough (old wording); new language, whether through
addition or revision, is shown in bold (new wording). These revisions have been made on HLC’s website.

Bylaw Title:

Legal Purposes of the Commission

Article, Section: Article II
The Commission exists to validate quality in and to stimulate improvement of higher education. It
achieves these purposes through a variety of means, including processes of accreditation based on
criteria and requirements, made effective through a system of peer review, and communicated to both
educational institutions and to the public. At its discretion, the Commission offers elective training
and education programs to enhance quality in higher education.

Bylaw Title:

Jurisdiction for Accreditation

Article, Section: Article III, Section 2
The Commission shall extend accreditation and candidacy for accreditation to higher education
institutions which are 1) registered to do business* or incorporated in Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado,
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, North
Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming, or operating
under federal authority within these states, subject to provisions for application specified in Section 5
of this Article, and 2) have substantial presence, as defined in Commission policy, in these states.
*See Section 5 of this Article.
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