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Higher Learning 2026
Higher Learning, HLC’s annual conference, brings together representatives from institutions of every 
classification and size from across the country. Higher ed professionals including thought leaders, 
researchers and advocates attend the conference to share ideas, network and learn about the latest 
developments in the field. 

With an expo hall in the center of the conference action and many opportunities to share your brand 
with attendees, Higher Learning 2026 is the place to demonstrate how your products and services can 
help the higher ed community.

Why HLC

Our Mission
HLC’s mission is to advance the common good through quality assurance of higher education as the leader in 
equitable, transformative and trusted accreditation in the service of students and member institutions.

Our Conference Goals
In support of our mission, we offer Higher Learning to promote quality assurance in higher ed, provide a forum 
for insights and promising practices that support continuous improvement and innovation, and amplify thought 
leadership that tackles current issues.

How You Fit
We believe sponsors enhance the conference experience by showcasing your products and services that support 
quality improvement, institutional effectiveness and operational efficiency, helping institutions innovate and grow.
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Meet the Attendees
Facts and figures from 2025

Total Attendance: 3,800
Total Institutions Represented: 882 

Primary Attendee Roles

• �Chief Executive 
Officers

• �Chief Academic 
Officers

• �Academic 
Administrators

• �Assessment 
Administrators

• �Student Affairs/
Student Services

• �College/School 
Administrators

• �Department 
Administrators

• �Finance 
Administrators

• �Institutional 
Research  
Administrators

• Faculty Members 

Institutional Profile

Highest  
Degree

Doctoral: 35%

Master’s: 
18%

Special  
Focus: 2%

Associate’s: 
32%

Bachelor’s: 
   13%

Control

Private Nonprofit: 
36%

Private  
For-Profit: 3%

Tribal  
Colleges and    
Universites: 3%

Public: 
58%

Where Attendees are Coming From

HLC’s historical region

States with the most  
institutional 
representation 

Additional states

N/a

Additional  
Countries

• Kazakhstan 
• Qatar

• Trinidad & Tobago
• Turkey
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What They’re Saying

“HLC provides a great way for other 
academic professionals to come  
together and learn alongside one 
another and share ideas.”    

                                  – 2025 HLC Conference Attendee    

“�I thoroughly enjoyed this conference, it  
felt good being around like-minded people 
who love  their communities they serve and 
who want to see real progress…”
                                                                  – 2025 HLC Conference Attendee    

#HLC2026
 Build your network
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Sponsorship Opportunities
New in 2026: Lead retrieval, session or service options for Silver and Gold sponsors

HLC offers several unique and attractive deliverables for sponsors of Higher Learning 2026. From 
advertisements in our online and print materials to attendee lists and showcase sessions, there is  
something for your brand to benefit from the conference.

Benefits of Sponsoring Higher Learning 2026
Brand Exposure
Share your brand with thousands of bright minds 
in higher ed through the conference mobile app 
and website, mentions from HLC and more.

Knowledge Discovery
Meet with end users to share the benefits of 
your products and services and receive insightful 
feedback from higher ed administrators and 
faculty about what they use and need most.

Leadership
HLC is a thought leader in higher ed. Aligning with 
our annual conference proves your leadership and 
innovation as a notable company in the industry.

Exclusivity
Sponsorship opportunities are limited and curated 
to ensure the best fit for our audience. Apply early 
for priority consideration.

Exhibit Opportunity
Included for all levels of sponsorship

In lieu of the sales-style experience of a traditional 
exhibit hall, you’ll have a tabletop style setup in the 
attendee lounge right outside the doors of the Grand 
Hall where our largest gatherings take place. Each of  
our sponsors will receive a tabletop exhibit package  
that includes:

•	 15 hours of exhibit time on Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday, with dedicated break periods to promote 
attendee circulation through the exhibit space 
(schedule below)

•	 Bronze sponsors: 8’x8’ standard booth space;  
Silver sponsors: 8’x10’ preferred booth location;  
Gold sponsors: 10’x10’ premium booth location

•	 Basic sponsor sign with company name

•	 Power access, wastebasket

 

Move in/out 
(all times are in Central)

Move in: Saturday, March 21

1:00–4:00 p.m.

Move out: Monday, March 23

3:00–5:30 p.m.

Table locations will be selected on a first-come,  
first-served basis. While the space is intimate with 
ideal locations for all tables, securing your spot 
early will help you get the selection of your choice.

Expo hall hours 
(all times are in Central)

Saturday, March 21

4:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday, March 22

8:00–9:00 a.m. (optional) and 10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

Monday, March 23

8:00–9:00 a.m. (optional) and 10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

Higher  
Learning

2026

Sponsor Orientation
Sponsors attend a virtual orientation that will 
provide an overview of the conference and tips  
for engaging with our membership.
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Sponsorship Level Benefits

Level BRONZE SILVER GOLD

Cost $4,000 $9,500 $18,000

Available 20 6 4

Conference registration  
(includes access to General Program)

1 2 3

Booth badge 1 1 1

Lead scanner 1 2 3

Sponsorship recognition on 
website/mobile app X X X

Pre-conference sponsor 
announcement email   X X X

Social media mention X

Exhibitor tabletop Standard (8’x8’) Preferred (8’x10’) Premium (10’x10’)

Mobile app ad 
Available for purchase: 

$1,500
Schedule Page Banner Home Page Banner

Opt-in registrant email list 
Available for purchase: 

$1,000 X X

Conference materials insert 
(distributed to all attendees)

Available for purchase: 
$1,000 X

Showcase session
Available for purchase: 

$2,500 X

Sponsored service, space  
or session of choice*

Targeted Exposure: 
• Attendee Breakfast

• Session Breaks
• ALO Coffee Hour

• Networking Luncheon 

Signature Presence:
• Conference Wifi 

• Welcome Reception 

• Preconference Workshop 

• Attendee Lounge

* Available on a first-come, first-served basis.

Please note: Where applicable, if a deliverable is not provided by the published deadline, sponsor forfeits benefit.
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Additional Opportunities

Looking for a specific benefit, or 
want to enhance your sponsorship? 
These options are available a la carte or as an 
add-on to your sponsorship package:

Opt-in registrant email list  
($1,000)  Included in Silver and Gold 
sponsorships 

Mobile app banner ad – schedule page  
($1,500)  Included in Silver sponsorships

Additional lead scanner  
($369 each / $499 for pack of three)  

Additional conference registrations 
($775 each)  Includes access to conference 
sessions, breakfast on Sunday and Monday 
and boxed lunch on Sunday.

Additional booth badges  
($375 each)  No access to conference sessions.

Apply Today!
Please review HLC’s  

Sponsor Rules and Regulations  
before applying.

To apply to be a sponsor, visit  
hlcommission.org/HigherLearningSponsor 

To ask about customizing a package  
that works for you, contact: 

Destiny M. Quintero 
HLC Vice President of Education,  
Training & Events

dquintero@hlcommission.org

Apply by January 23, 2026

Learn more at hlcommission.org/higherlearning

 

Save the Date for Future HLC Conferences
Last year, we announced 

that Higher Learning 

will be moving locations 

beginning in 2027 in order 

to accommodate the size 

of our conference and our 

geographically dispersed 

membership. We hope 

you will join us for the next 

chapter of our conference.

Higher Learning 2027 
PHOENIX

April 17–19 

Higher Learning 2028 
DENVER 

April 1–3

http://www.hlcommission.org/higherlearning
http://www.hlcommission.org/HigherLearningSponsor
mailto:dquintero%40hlcommission.org?subject=
https://download.hlcommission.org/annual-conference/2026/AC26-SponsorRules.pdf

