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Seeking Accreditation Reviewers 

Policy Change Adopted on Second Reading 

The Higher Learning Commission (HLC) Board of Trustees (“the Board”) adopted this policy on second 

reading at its meeting on June 26, 2025. 

Background 

HLC policy provides that the Board of Trustees will designate a group of peer reviewers to serve as 

Eligibility Reviewers.  

Historically, Eligibility Reviewers conducted reviews for institutions that were seeking accreditation through 

the Eligibility Process. HLC now has two different processes for seeking accreditation: the Eligibility Process 

and serving a period of Candidacy; and the Accelerated Process for Initial Accreditation.  

The proposed policy changes would change the name of Eligibility Reviewers to the more inclusive term of 

Seeking Accreditation Reviewers. The policy changes would also clarify other aspects of the Eligibility 

Process as aligned with current procedures and terminology. 

HLC circulated these policy changes to the membership and other interested parties after the Board’s 

February 2025 meeting. Some comments were received and reviewed by staff. None of the comments 

resulted in changes to the policy language. 

Implementation 

This policy is effective immediately. 

Adopted Policy Change 

Wording that was deleted or revised is shown as strikethrough (old wording); new language, whether 

through addition or revision, is shown in bold (new wording). Wording that was moved is shown with a 

double underline in its new location (moved to) and a double strikethrough in its previous location (moved 

from). Changes between first and second reading, other than minor editing, are indicated in bold italics (new 

wording). These revisions have been made on HLC’s website at hlcommission.org/policies. 

  

https://www.hlcommission.org/policies
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Policy Title: Eligibility Process 
Number: INST.B.20.010  

Institutions participating in An institution seeking accreditation through the Eligibility Process and candidacy 

will establish eligibility for an HLC on-site a comprehensive evaluation for candidate status candidacy by 

completing HLC’s the Eligibility Process and by receiving a determination at the conclusion of that process 

that the institution is ready to schedule and prepare for a visit comprehensive evaluation for candidacy. In 

the Eligibility Process, Aan institution seeking an HLC on-site evaluation for candidate status accreditation 

shall provide initial sufficient evidence in writing that it meets the Eligibility Requirements. The 

determination that an institution meets the Eligibility Requirements will take place during the 

comprehensive evaluation for Ccandidacy.  

An institution participating in the Eligibility Process does not hold status with HLC until granted candidacy 

and may not claim no official to hold status with HLC prior to being granted candidate status unless and 

until it is granted candidacy. 

The Eligibility Process provides opportunities for HLC staff consultation and for review by Eligibility 

Seeking Accreditation Reviewers to determine the institution’s readiness for a comprehensive evaluation for 

Ccandidacy. Eligibility Seeking Accreditation Reviewers review the written evidence put forward by an 

institution that it meets the Eligibility Requirements and determine whether the institution has provided 

sufficient evidence to proceed with a comprehensive evaluation for Ccandidacy. 

Eligibility Seeking Accreditation Reviewers 

The Board of Trustees will choose peer reviewers to serve as Eligibility Seeking Accreditation Reviewers. 

Seeking Accreditation Reviewers will be specifically trained to review the Eligibility Requirements conduct 

certain reviews of institutions that are seeking accreditation with HLC. These Seeking Accreditation 

rReviewers will fill renewable four-year terms. 

Policy History 

Last Revised: June 2025 

First Adopted: November 1998 

Revision History: February 2003, effective May 2003; revised February 2007; renumbered November 2010; 

revised June 2019, November 2020, June 2021, November 2021, June 2025 

Notes: Policies combined November 2012 – 1.8, 1.8(a), 1.8(b), 1.8(c). In February 2021, references to the 

Higher Learning Commission as “the Commission” were replaced with the term “HLC.” 

 



Adopted HLC Policy Change: Seeking Accreditation Reviewers Contact: policycomments@hlcommission.org 

Published: July 2025 © Higher Learning Commission  Page 3 

Policy Title: Accelerated Process for Initial Accreditation 
Number: INST.B.20.032 

In some instances, institutions that meet the qualifications listed below may be eligible to apply for initial 

accreditation through an accelerated process. 

The accelerated process is distinct from HLC’s other processes for seeking accreditation. An institution 

participating in an accelerated process does not participate in the Eligibility Process.  

The institution does not hold candidacy status, and thus does not hold any status with HLC, prior to being 

granted initial accreditation. An institution participating in the Accelerated Process for Initial Accreditation 

may not claim to hold status with HLC unless and until it is granted initial accreditation. 

… 

Policy History 

Last Revised: June 2025 

First Adopted: June 2021 

Revision History: February 2022, November 2023, June 2025 

Notes:  
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