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Minor Policy Edits 

Minor Edits Made in the February 2026 Policy Book 

As provided in HLC’s policy on Application and Regular Review of Policies, Including HLC Requirements, 

PPAR.A.10.000, “HLC staff may make minor edits to policies without Board approval and without 

providing a comment period. Such minor edits may include items such as clarifications, technical 

corrections, standardization of language, grammatical changes, and renumbering.” 

Below is a list of minor policy edits that will be made in the February 2026 Policy Book. 

Content Edits 

Unless otherwise specified, all edits will be made globally across the Policy Book. Any policies that have 

been adopted but are not yet effective will not be included in the edits. 

1. Change references to the Assurance System to reflect HLC’s new Assurance Filing section in 

Canopy. 

2. Change all references from “academic program” to “educational program.” 

3. Change all references from “interim monitoring” to “routine monitoring.” 

4. Change all references from “accreditation file” to “administrative record.” 

5. Remove all references to “Comprehensive Quality Review,” as that accreditation process no longer 

exists. 

6. Align required percentages for substantive changes regarding contractual arrangements with federal 

regulations and HLC processes. 

Formatting Edits 

All formatting edits will be made globally across the Policy Book. 

1. Standardize references to specific HLC policies with common formats and hyperlinks. 

2. Standardize the structure of policy section headers so that all section headers stand alone on a 

separate line, rather than inline, and ensure headers in all policies follow the same formatting 

hierarchy. 
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3. Standardize references to: 

a. “HLC Board of Trustees” 

b. “HLC president”  

c. “HLC requirements” 

d. “peer reviewer” 

e. “Peer Corps” 

f. “chief executive officer” 

g. “teach out”  

h. “provisional plan”  

i. “teach-out agreement” 

j. “Desk Review” 

k. “met” 

l. “met with concerns” 

m. “Notification Program for Additional Locations” 

n. “Seeking Accreditation Reviewers” 

o. “pathway assignment” 

4. Remove all-caps formatting. 

5. Remove serial commas in simple lists. 

6. Standardize references to numbers; in general, spell out one through nine, use numerals for 10 or 

more. 

7. Standardize the use of hyphens in compound modifiers and words with prefixes as these phrases 

and words typically are not hyphenated. 

8. Standardize list formatting to: 

a. Convert bulleted lists to numbered lists. 

b. Apply a consistent number format for nested lists. 

c. Capitalize the first word of each list item. 
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