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Milestone Planner  
ACCELERATED PROCESS FOR SEEKING INITIAL ACCREDITATION
This planner is an informal, optional tool developed by HLC for use by institutions that are seeking accreditation. 
An institution is responsible for planning and managing its own process of seeking accreditation.

* �Fee amounts reflect HLC’s Dues and Fees Schedule for Fiscal Year 2025–26. HLC updates the Dues and Fees 
Schedule annually in July. See HLC’s website for current fees related to seeking accreditation.

** �Institutional Actions Council (IAC) Hearings are held in person in Chicago. Institutions should plan for their  
own travel costs.

Resource

* �Fee amounts reflect HLC’s Dues and Fees Schedule for Fiscal Year 2025–26. HLC updates the Dues and Fees Schedule 
annually in July. See HLC’s website for current fees related to seeking accreditation.

** �IAC Hearings are held in person in Chicago. Institutions should plan for their own travel costs.

Application
HLC staff review the institution’s application and Accelerated Process Application 
Evidence and respond with a letter, typically within one month.

Preliminary Peer Review
HLC anticipates that an institution will prepare and submit the required narrative 
and evidence within approximately three months following HLC’s response to the 
institution’s application. 

An institution must submit the Preliminary Peer Review materials within no more than 
one year following HLC’s response to the institution’s application. 

Upon submission of the Preliminary Peer Review materials, the peer review panel takes 
approximately one month to evaluate the materials and determine the institution’s 
ability to continue with the process.

Comprehensive Evaluation for Initial Accreditation and  
Related Decision Making
An institution should prepare for a comprehensive evaluation within approximately 
nine months after being informed by HLC that the institution may do so (which 
occurs after review of the Preliminary Peer Review is complete) and must undergo the 
comprehensive evaluation within no more than one year from that time. 

Visit timing will be coordinated with the institution to proceed on as accelerated a 
timeline as the institution desires, and as is practical, inclusive of the timing for the 
necessary Institutional Actions Council (IAC) Hearing and HLC’s Board of Trustees  
meeting where the Board will consider the institution for initial accreditation.
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https://www.hlcommission.org/accreditation/dues-and-fees-schedule/#seeking

	Application anticipated date: 
	Application fee: $5,000
	Preliminary peer review anticipated date: 
	Preliminary peer review fee: $10,000
	On-site visit anticipated date: 
	On-site visit fee: $8,150 + expenses
	IAC Hearing anticipated date: 
	IAC Hearing fee: $6,400
	Board meeting anticipated date: 
	Board meeting fee: None


